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BRACE YOURSELVES FOR THE IMPACT OF THE 
SHOCKING WIND-UP TO THIS YARN' 



you'd better TELL us 

ABOUT IT, MRS. BERDEEN' 
START FROM T HE 
BE6IMINS' 


8OOO LOUD, LADY.' 
WHAT MADE YOU O0^\ 
. - "? 


A CRIME 

SuspshStoky 


;l / 7‘ 
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Eleanor berdeen’s face vws a 
RIGIO WHITE MASK WITH WIDE STAR¬ 
ING EYES * SHE GAZED BLANKLY INTO 
THE SHADOWS OF THE CELLAR WORK 
SHOP'THE TWO OETECTIVES FROM 
HOMICIDE WAITED IN SILENCE FOR 
HER TO START HER STORY 1 WHEN 
SHE BEGAN TO TALK, HER VOICE WAS 
UNEXPRESS IVE... A LDW DREARY 


V...IN ANY CASE, I DID ITf I NEVE:- 
\LOVED HIM 1 I JUST NEEOEO A J 
JWSBAND-..BADLY..! 


VERY' BUT . 
WHERE WILL WE 
LIVE AFTER 
THE HONEYMOON 

a is OVER? 


FURNISHED * 


[' I COULDN’T WAIT FOR THE HONEY¬ 
MOON TO DE OVER'FtlAHKL.Y, I WAS] 
[ JO,TED STIFFf N£VER HAVIN G \ 

\LOVED ARTHUR. I FOUND THE J 

WHOLE THING QUITE DULL' I 1 

LOOKED FOAWAPO TO THE PLEASURE 
OF LIVING IN MY OWN HOUSE WITH ! 
DELIGHTFUL ANTICIPATION 1 FINALLY 
kWS ARRIVEO../ _| 


OFCOUtiSE I'LL 
LIKE IT ARTHUR... 
If YOU J OUGHT IT 
FOR ME' DEAOf I 
CAN'T WAIT TO 

SEE |Ti M 


■I’O EKfECTEO SOMETHING SMALL AND INEXPEN-J 
LIVE. SINCE ARTHUR'D NOT BEEN WEALTHY BUT 1 
I’D NEVER MCTUREO ANYTHING LIKE THE HOUSE/ 
THAT LOOMED UP REFORE ME' IT WAS ONE OF A 
THOSE TREMENDOUS CENTURY-OLD MONSTROSITIES I 
THAT THE VERY RICH OF THAT PERIOD HAD CON- * 
AIOERED QUITE ELEGANT' IT LOOKEO HIDEOUS 


►'Arthur made a feeile attem t to carry me across 
, THE TRIES HOLD BUT DIDN’T EXACTLY SUCCEED >A5 HE 
I STOOD KSIDE ME. BiTEATHING HARO 


.I SURVEYED THE 
HORROR HE'D DRAGGED ME INTO'THE PLACE WAS FURNISHED, 
ALL IGHT-IN FACT IT WAS OVER~FURNISNEOf EVERY 
AVAILABLE INCH OF SPACE WAS OCCUPIED IT SOME 
N IUSEATING 0U5T-C ITCHEH-'. _ 


r COME 'LET’S .0 1 
INSIOEf IT'S A 
T COMPLETELY a 
FUfiN/SHEO' YOU’LL 
r ADORE IT' 


j OH YES, 

/ ARTHUR' 
THEY'RE 
SO..SO 
INTEREST- 
INS' y 


il WAS GOING TO \ 

OH. ARTHUR' 

f SURPRISE YOU.. 

REALLY? 

{ tUT I M ~HT AS J 

HOW WONDER - 

’ WELL TELL YOU 

j FIZZY WHAT 

l NOW 'IVE PUT* 

DOES IT 

{DEPOSIT ON A j 

1 LOOK LIKE’ 
























'I HATED THE PLACE/ 


THE MINUTE I SAW THE \ OH , I 

r-LACE, t FELL IN LOVE J WOULDN'T 
WITH IT, ELEANOR/1 ^CHANGE A 
WANT I THE, T JUST \ THIN*, 
EXACTLY AS IT IS .) ARTHUR ' 
^ EXACTLYf 1— f *EVERYTHING 
" l IS PERFECTf 


_ WHEN WE 

SETTLED DOWN TO A DA AT ROU¬ 
TINE AND ARTHUR RETURNED TO 
WORK. I TRIED REARRANGING THE 
FURNITURE TO MAKE IT LOOK A 
LITTLE BETTER/ -Ut .THE Nl JUT 
AFTER I DIO IT. / 


WHAT DID YOU DOT 
WHO TOLD YOU . 
TO REARRANGE 
THE FURNITURE? 


HAVE A HARD DAY) HOT SAD, EL¬ 
AT THE OFFICE, W WHAT IN r 
at DEARf ALAZES f ) 


YOU THOUGHT? NEVER MIND 


WHAT YOU THOUGHT.'I TOLD 
YOU I WANTED THIS HOUSE - 
LEFT EXACTLY AS IT WAS* 

I MEANT it / NOW CHANCE . 
ITALL MACK A SAINT A 


It s funny how you get to know a man AFTElf 

YOU'RE MARRIED TO HIM' SO X GOT TO KNOW ARTHUR? 
OH, LORD, YES' AMO THE MOKE 1 LEARNED,THE MORE 
t JEBAN TO DESPISE HIM . / 


ARTHUR/ 


lE WAS RIDICULOUS.. 


. -A FIERD FOR REATRESS'EVERY 

RIGHT HE'D COME HOME FROM WORK ARD GO THROUGH 
HIS DRAWERS TO SEE THAT I HADN'T DISTURBED TTCIR 


HOW MARY TIMES HAVE I TOLD 

YOU MY SHOUTS GO ON THE W 
LEFT ..FOLDED IN HALF. M 
l BUTTONS UP? L 


ELEANORf THE LAUNDRY 
r CAME BACK TODAY. 

didn't iT^g^rnf 










































'Oh, lord, he kept that workshqneat' 

EVERYTHIN* HAD A SPECIFIC PLACE WHE !E 
IT WAS KEPT, STORED, OR HUNS ? HE HAD 
SHELVES OF JANS. EACH LAiELED CARE¬ 
FULLY, WHERE TINY SCREWS. NUTS, AND 
OTHE R ITEMS WERE SORTED AND FILED . .* 

X know WHERE EVENT TH/N6 f$f EVE 1*7 - 1 
THINS? THAT'S NEATNESS. \ 

ELEANOR' 


'He'D EVEN CRITICIZE THE 

WAY X'D -IET THE TARLE. .' 











































'His idiotic check-lists slated 

ME' HE HAD ONE FOB THE FOOD 
WHICH HE KEPT IN THE PANTRY/ 
IT WAS AN INVENTORY OF THE 
CANNED GOODS/ WHEN 1 USED A 
CAN, X WAS SUPPOSED TO CHECK 
IT OFF THE 






















































'Then he’d check to see if his orders had 


’Sometimes ..sometimes x felt like. 


ELEANOR* THIS MAGAZINE IS 

UPSIDE DOWN IN THE ___ 

stand* TITLES UR.. > - 
COVERS OUT. 

. LEASE* 


ELEANOil f you've bot a fair 
OF SLACK . 'UMPS IN AMON1 
THE BROWN SHOES IN THE 
SHOE RACK* LO..D, WILL YOU 
EVER LEARN TO 5E NEATf 
BROWN SHOES ON ONE 
SHELF... BLACK BELOW' ‘ 



KEEP OUT OF HERE. UNDERSTAND T 

THIS IS THE ONE /LACE T CAN 
KEEF NEAT* DON'T YOU COME )\M 
AROUND SLO. ‘PING IT UP tflK 

WITH YOU R MESSY WATS. \ lfflf 

do YOU HEARV I FORBID I IvU 
YOU TO COMEDOWN V UM 

W■ HERE AGAIN/ \ H M 


'Ore day, i needed a thumt tack and 

HAD SEARCHED ARTHUR'S WORKSHOP FOR 

OWE* THAT N>8HT-‘ r —T- - 


ELEANOR* WERE YOU 
DOWN HERE IN MY-—*. 
^ WORKS HO. R 


Y. YES, ARTHUR* 
I NEEDED A.. ▼■ 


'I WEHT DOWN TO THE CELLAH 
AHO TOOK A HAMMER* X. 
NOTED CAREFULLY WHERETO 
TAKER IT FROM, SO X COULO 
REPLACE IT EXACTLY RIGHT ' 


'Theh, YESTEROAY .A PIC- 

TURE'O COME LOOSE FROM 
THE WALL* THE HAIL THAT 
HELD IT WAS SO OLO, IT JUST 
• EHTARO_ 


T'O RUSHEO OOWH TO THE 

GLAZIER TO HAVE THE BROKEN 
PICTURE GLASS REPLACEO 
ARO RETURNED BEFORE 
ARTHUR'O GOTTEN HOME ' 


WHA T WAS 
T THAT? 


XlVE GOT TO HAHG IT SACK 

UP AGAIN OR HE'LL 

HAVE A F/T' MCfr._ j 


HE'LL BE STEAMING IF 
Wf HE FINOS OUT * 
































‘Then I'd taken down one of the hundreds 


‘X TOOK A NAIL our OF THE JAN AND STARTED 
TO NUT IT ACK IN ITS PROPER PLACE ON 
THE SHELF, WHEN. .* 


OF LABELED JARS THAT LINED THE SHELVES 
ONE WITH NAILS THAT LOOKED LIKE THE NIGHT 
SIZE ... 1 f ----— ■ 


\JUST ONE NAIL f HE SURELY 
^HASN’T COUNTED THESE * 



‘The jar shattered into a 
THOUSAND PIECES ON THE 
CEMENT CELLAR FLOOR AND 
THE NAILS LAY SCATTERED J 
CRAZILY ABOUT< FDR A 
MOMENT X STARED AT THE f 
MESS ■ .D UMBFOUNOED .Jr --» 


“Then i tegan to cry' the 

TENSION— THE NERVOUSNESS 
OF VIOLATING ARTHUR'S WORK¬ 
SHOP- SANCTUARY WAS TOO 
MUCH FOR ME' SUDDENLY . 
UPSTAIRS . A DOOR SLAMMED..! 


“I LISTENED TO HIM MOVING 
THROUGH THE HOUSE' X 
HEARD HIM STOP FOR A 
MOMENTf THEN X HEARD 
HIM SHOUT. * 


ELEANO. / WHAT'S 
HAPPENED TO THE 
PICTURE.. HERE ? j 


f* GAS ' 

ARTHUR* 


'He GLARED AT THE IROKEN JAR AND THE 
NAILS SCATTERED OVER THE WORKSHO 
FLOON' HIS FACE GREW RED HIS EYES 

■LAZED...* p - 

I TOLD YOU TO 
NEE, OUT OF 
HEPE-DtDN'T I? 


'X COULD HEAR HIM STAMPING TOWARD THE 

CELLAR DDDR' HE WAS AN8RY ! I COULD 
TELL 1 X WAS FRIGHTENED' WHAT WOULD 
HAPPEN WHEN HE FOUND ME... AND THE 
BROKEN JAR..' 


X WANTED TO HANG 
THE PICTURE BACK 
U SO YOU WOULDN'T 
if BE ANGRY.. j— 


ELEANOR * you DOWN 
THERE? ARE YOU IN MY 
WORKSHOP? AilE YOU.. 
WHAT... WHAT'S GOING 
fcpzr ON HE. :E ? 




































*HlS FACE WAS CRIMSON? HE R VED 
WILDLY 


CANT YOU DO 
ANYTHING NEA1 


YOU WANTED TO HANG 
THE PICTURE UF~SO YOU CAME 
DOWN HERE FOR A NAIL , EH’ONLY 
YOU 1ROKE THE JAN. EH' 
tLOPPY... BLOWY ELEANOR .. 1 
. ' HOKE THE JARf 


CAN'T YOU DO ANYTHING 

NEAT? CAN'T YOU? 

CAN’T YOU? I 


FI UACKEO AWAY AND MY HAND CLOSED ON SOME - 
[THING . A HANDLE OF ONE OF ARTHUR'S TOOLS' I 
[FULLED IT FROM ITS PLACE AS EVERYTHING WENT 
fMLAGK..* j VWNK 


THAT *I REMEMBER 


X REMEMBER DOING_ _ _ 

WANTING TO SHOW HIM! I COLA-D RE 
NEAT' I REMEMBER I WANTED IT TO BE 
^ A NEAT JOB'i CLEANED UP 
Slf’' EVERYTHIN* when i was 
7 FINISHED/ 


LOOK FOR YOURSELVES' 
I CLEANED UP THE 
BLOOD .EVERYDROP' 


YEAH. LADY' YOU 
CERTAINLY DIO A 
NEAT JOB.' 
































HERE IS A TALE OF TENSION WITH AN ELECTRIFYING FINISH! 


A WAR 

SuspshStoki I 


CLARK HENDERSON STUOIED THE MULTI- 


THE COLONEL CURSED ANGRILY AND STRODE TO THE | 

OPEN DOORWAY WHERE A SENTRY STOOD AT ATTENTION.I 


COLORED TERRAIN MAP THAT HUNG ON THE BATTERED 
WALL OF THE LOW BOMB-SCARRED BUILDING HE'D 
CHOSEN AS HIS TEMPORARY HEADQUARTERS' IN THE 
OISTANCE,MUFFLED EXPLOSIONS OENOTED THE CLOSE 
PROXIMITY OF THE ENEMY ARTILLERY-, 


GET CAPTAIN MlLLIKEN OF 
"S" COMPANY OVER HERE, 
IMMEDIATELY' TELL HIM 
^JT'S URGENTf 


GET ME HEADQUARTERS DN 
THE PHONE, SERGEANT . V 
v RIGHT AWAY* .— 


SORRY, siRf CAN'T^ 

SEEM TO GET THROUGHT\ 
OUR LINES MUST A 
^BE CUT? mn^C I 





















The colonel strode rack 

TO HIS OESK, LIT A CHAR* 
ETTE.ANO UFFEO IT ANXIOUSLY* 
FINALLY> CAPTAIN HILLIKEN 
STEEPED THROUGH THE 
DOORWAY AND SALUTED 
SHARPLY* COLONEL MENCER- 
SON RETURNED THE SALUTE. 


Colonel henderson pointed 
TO THE MAP—HU FACE 8RIM.. 


SERGEANT MAURER, A, LOOKS 
HERE, REPORTS THAT] LIKE 
COMMUNICATION WITH /THEY’RE 
HEACOUA, TERS IS 1 TRYING 
IMPOSSIBLE. WHICH TTO SUR- 
, .iOGA' LY MEANS I HOUND 
THEY'VE LOCATED 4 US, SIR? 
OUR PHONE LINES ^ 


THE SITUATION IS SERIOUS, 
CAPTAIN? THE GERMANS HAVE 
• ROKEN THROUGH HERE.,. 
HERE_AND HERE' THEY'VE ^ 
COMPLETELY GY*PASSED OU 
LEFT FLANK AND HAVE BEGUN 
MOVING THROUGH THE HEDGE¬ 
ROWS AT OUR REAR * ^ 


rAT EASE, 
CAPTAIN' YOU 
CAN SMOKE 
IF YOU LIKE f 


EXACTLY I WANT THOSE PHONE 
LINES REPAIREO CAPTAIN _ AT 
ANY COST* WE'VE GOT TO GET J 
THROUGH TO HEAOOUARTERS ^ 
FOR HELP BEFORE IT'S TOO 


J YES,SIR' ^ 

I I'LL ORDER] 
A SQUAD 
OUT AT ONCE' 


LATE 


r WELL, SIR' I DON'T KNOW HOW 

I TO PUT THIS -GUT- .WELL, SOME 
' OF THE MEN IN HIS PLATOON J 
are GHUMS LING f His SEP- 
GEANT, WHO'S AN OLD T/HEE. 
TOLD ME...WELL...HE CALLED > 
. YOUR SON ..THAT 


/ HE CALLED HIM ‘ TELLOW 
sir' he asked to be trans¬ 
feree TO A DIFFERENT 
PLATOON* HE SAID L/EUTEN- 
v ANT HENOEr>‘SON tS A V 

t COWAEO... SIR ? ^€$,1 






































Colonel henoerson saluted sharply,dismissing 


Colonel hender3on studied captain 

HILLIKEN. SHOCKED AT WHAT HE'D JUST HEARD t 
THEN HE BEAN TO SPEAK.., HIS VOICE WAS LOW 
A HD HUSKY... WITH A «RIN DETER Ml HEP TONE 


THE CAPTAIN f AS HILLIKEN DISAPPEARED OUT OF 
THE Oi>EH DOORWAYi THE COLONEL SANK INTO HU 
CHAIR SLOWLY.. STARIN3 OLANKLY AFTER HIM'HIS 
EYES CLOUDED... /IEFLEOTIN* THE LIPHT OF 
THE KEROSENE LAMP OVERHEAD-1| T nnM ' T '' 
BELIEVE IT ' MASTIN 'my 
wm- - own jon' a coward r they 

gpyE— \they MUST V E MISTAKEN.' 


THAT MISSION, CAPTAIN THE ONE 1 

X JUST ASSIGNED TO YOU ’ I WANT. 
LIEUTENANT HENDERSON TO A 
LEAD THAT SQUAD ON IT 
i THAT CLEA, ? -- 


The colonel watched the 

Y0UN8 LIEUTENANT SPEAK 
from the head of the .>ouao 
AND MOVE TOWARD HIMf MARTIN 
HENDE.,SON...LIEUTENANT... 
INFANTJY...U.S. ARMY 'MISSONf 


Colonel Henderson sat, head 

IN HANDS, FOR SOME TIME... 
LISTENING TO THE DISTANT 
DULL REPORTS OF THE ENEMY 
■ARRA8E? SUDDENLY THE C.IUNCH- 
INI FOOTSTEPS OF MAROHINS 
MEN OUTSIDE MADE HIM LEAP 
TO HIS FEET? A SQUAD ON A 
MISSION WAN PASSINS BY... 


I SEE THAT YOU CARRY 

THEM OUT, LIEUTENANT' 


YOU HAVE YOUR 
ORDERS, LIEUTENI 


Overhead, A shell whined into the nisht, 


The colonel watched the souad move off 

in the darkness' he whispered unoer his 
■reath after them... ^ 


EXPLODING OFF to THE WEST'THE COLONEL 
TURNED AND REENTERED THE SHELL- MARRED 
SUILDIHO AND SAT DOWN TO WAIT... 


IF X DON'T GET THROUSH TO HEADQUARTER? 
SOON, WE'LL «e SITTING-DUGAS OUT . 
^HERE ' 









































THEL/NET' 

DID YOU 
REPAIR THE . 
LINES? A 


COULDN'T ' \ 

GASA THEY L 
WME WAITINt 
FOR US.. GASP' 

IT WAS A TRAP? 

. SOI ..SOB... 


It was toward morning when 

LIEUTENANT Nl. .'TIN HENOE.iSON 
STUMILED INTO THE COLONEL'S 
HEAO»UAilTERS,GAS -ING FOR 
ORE ATM ■■ ***W 

HAt/rr' u-i Tr amsush's*ss.. 
DOT' WHAT I WIRED OUT THE 
HAPPENED? J WHOLE SQUAD... 

MANAGED TO 
£T wav' i—| 


C0MF03T HIS THEM*LING SON' 
SUDDENLY, A SOUND IN THE DOOR¬ 
WAY MADE HIM LOOK UP t CAPTAIN 
MILLIKEN STOOO THE3E,SUrr'ORTING 
.WOUNDED DISHEVELED SLEEDING 
SERGE ANT— [>B 
CAPTAIN'Z....X- 
WHAT’S HAP¬ 
PENED TO THE 
SEr.ee ant, ^ 

THERE? M 


J TELL HIM, 
HEFNERf SO 
[AHEAD 'TELL 
^ HIM? _, 


The sehgeant lifted his eyes, .starinc 

COLONEL'S TREMBLING SON' HE G RIMACED 
COUCHING UP BLOOD 
HE-.HE RAN OUT ON US' 

HE LEFT US- TO FISHT 
THEM OFF.tm~M -WHILE 
HE Hi TH-TAILED IT OUT 
OF THERE' ■— -i 


IT IS TAUEf IT . COUGH . 
COUGH. IT IS.'HES 
YELLOW' YELLOW' ' 
YELLOW? YELLOW' 


J COMMANDING OFFICER, 

I SIR, I INSIST HE BE 
k PLACED UNDER ARREST 
r TO FACE COURT-MARTIAL.. 

FOR NESLECT OF DUTY 
AND DESE. rr/ON OF HIS 
MEN WHILE UNDER FIRE.' 


WHAT? IS THAT 
TRUE, LIEUTENANT? 


NO'NOf 


Lieutenant hende.<son looked at his father 

HIS EYES .'LEADING'THE COLONEL TURNED AWAY. 


IF THAT IS YOUR CHARBE, CArTAIN YoN YOU., FEET, 
MILLIKEN, LIEUTENANT HENDERSON \ LIEUTENANT' 

WILL STAND TRIAL... - - .^Sr, -_ w* 

IN ME DU TEL Y? - Nm ;j 


' YES, SIR' T 

LET’S OO, *- 
LIEUTENANT' 


COURT-MARTIAL WILL 
CONVENE IN TWENTY- 
MINUTES, CAPTAIN' 
NOTIFY THE OTHER < 
OFFICERS THAT -<RE 
. AVAILABLE? , 












































Twenty minutes later, a court-martial 


LIEUTENANT HENDERSON? HAVE YOU 
ANYTHIN, TO SAY IN YOU. OENFEHSE 
REFORE THIS COURT PASSES 
•w JUDGEMENT UPON YOU 3 


LIEUTENANT MARTIN HENOEftSON? 
IT IS THE FINDING OF THIS COURT- 
MARTIAL, THAT, IN VIEW OF THE 
TESTIMONY GIVEN HERE, YOU 

ARE f UILTY AS CHAt. CEO.' 


The colonel continued? 

HE LOWERED HIS GAZE SO HE 
WOULD NOT HAVE TO SEE THE 
LOOK IN HIS SON'S EYES.. 


The colonel lifted his 
EYES AND WATCHED HIS SON 
■SPIN TO CRY... 


MOW , 
\ COULD 

i rou? 

* HO 
COULO 

rouf 
sos ..., 


CHOICE THAN TO 4 

OROER THE PEN¬ 
ALTY TO BE CAR¬ 
RIED OUT / 


THE PENALTY FOR THIS 
OFFENSE, LIEUTENANT, IS 

DEATH AT A FIRING 
SQUAD' 


IN VIEW OF THE SITUATION 
AT HAND...THE EXECUTION 
WILL TAKE PLACE AT 0^00- 
TWO HOURS FROM NOW* 


GOOD 


HAVE ANY OF OUR 
MEN LOSING FAITH 
IN THEIR COMMAND- 
INS OFFICERS, eh 3 
DON'T YOU AGREE. . 
CAPTAIN f _ , _ ^ 


I'M...SOR RY, I 

I...KNOW HOW 

TOUGH this 

MUST E FOR 

, YOU' > 


y SOT TO CE OONE, ^1 
MAJOR? DISCIPLINE 
MUST RE MAINTAINEDf 
WE MAY HAVE TO FIGHT 
OUR WAY OUT OF 
KHERE YET... 


They took martin henderson away? the 

COLONEL LIT A CIGARETTE* THE OTHER 
OFFICERS OF THE COURT-MARTIAL GOT UR 
SILENTLY? ONE OF THEM LEANED OVER AND 
SPOKE TO THE COLONEL... ■ 


Colonel henderson studied each of the 

SLIPS HANDED HIM? THE COLONEL WAS ARMY... 
THROUGH AND THROUGH/ NO SIGN OF EMO¬ 
TION OR FEELING EITHER CROSSED HIS FACE 
OR COLORED HIS VOICE AG HE ANNOUNCED .. 











































AS DAWN LIT UP THE OVERCAST 

SKY, AND THE ENEMY BARRAGE 
•ECAN ANEW, A F1R1N8 SQUAD 
MOVED TOWARD THE SMALL SHACK 
THAT HOUSED LIEUTENANT MARTIN 
HENDERSON?SUDDENLY THE COLO¬ 
NEL CROSSED FROM HIS HEAD¬ 
QUARTERS. ■ . f l 


The cdldnel entered the 

0UAROEO BUI LOINS. 


Y I'M 

'ASHAMED 
DF YOU, 
k MART1H? 
W- YOU'RE A 
\ COWARD/ 


YOU WANTED TO BE 1 

PROUD DF ME? 1 
THAT’S ALL YOU A 
EVER WANTED? ^ 
YOU didn't care j 
HOW £ FELT? ALL 
YOU THOUGHT ABOUT 
WAS YOUR OWN 
POMPOUS SELF? ^ 


. . _ _ . MOTION I HQ 

THE SENTRY TQ MOVE OUTSIDE? 
NIS SON LOOKED UP AT HIM WITH 

ATEAR-STAINED FACE . . . _ 

SO AWAY/ Y *OU l£rM£O0WJ?\ 
T HATE j MARTIN? I WANTED 
YOUf A TO BE PROUD DF / 


SURE I’M A COWARD/ SOS. 


T IT's FIXED? LISTEN AND M 

L tSTEN CAREFULLY/ IN ■ 
AN HOUR TM f/Y/NO ORDERS 
TO PULL OUTf YOU'LL 3E 
LEFT BEHIND. .so you'll 
\K ON YOUROWN/ ^ 


x.. i'm NOT? 

YOU-YOU'RE 
GOINS TO / 

fix n.y 


'’SHUT UR YOU 

FOOL' you're 
NOT SC/N A 
TO DIE'^fl 


X WAS SCARED STIFF' I RAN/ 
YOU BET I RAM? SOS... AND I'M 
SCARED NOW, TOO/ I DON'T A 
WANT TO D/E/ I DON'T/* 
WANT TO 11 


but the F/R/NB 
squad/ they're 

A OUTSIDE? J 


BLANKS/ Yts / I DON'T KNOW WHAT'S ^ 

^ SOINS TO HAPPEN TO YOU... ] 

and FRANKLY, I DON'T CARE/ 
MAYSE SOMEDAY YVE'LL MEET 
"ASAIN? GOOD- BYE. MAflTIN? 


f THEIR RIFLES ARE LOADED W/TH 

BLANKSf WHEN MILLIKEN GIVES 
THE ORDER TO F/RE, TOU FALL... 
AND LAY STILL,FOR JOO'S 
SAKE/ YOU'LL SE LEFT FOR V 
DEAD/ I WON'T OIVE THEM ■ 
A CHANCE TO BURY you? M 




































The captain placed a cigarette 

IN LIEUTENANT HENDERSON'S MOUTH 
ANO LIT ITf THE LIEUTENANT 
PUFFED IT SLOWLY... 


The firing souao's rifles baricd and the ao calibre lead 
'LUSS RIPREO THROUGH THE LIEUTENANT'S BODY ..KILLING MM 
IN&TANTLYf THE ORIN FROZE ON HIS FACE AS HIS EYES BLAZED 
AND HIS LEGS MELTED TO TIC GROUND... 


AT LEAST YOU CAN BE \f I- FELT’ 
PROUD OF THE FACT <1 THAT HE 
THAT TOUR SON FACED HIS j WOULD. * 
JCATH UREA MAR, SIR^Aj^APTAIH^ 











































His undt planned to change the provisions 
' of his Will. Young Canfield had the informa¬ 
tion first-hand from his uncle's lawyer ... last 
week’s bitter fight was undoubtedly the reason. 
At all costs he must keep that last Will 
and Testament from being altered, Canfield 
thought to himself. For years he had looked 
j forward rn inheriting one-half of his uncle's 
vast estate, and now this last-minute change 
of mind, occasioned by their furious disagree¬ 
ment, threatened m cut off young Canfield 
without a dollar! 

The knob turned easily under Canfield's 
hand; the door opened noiselessly and he 
stepped into his uncle's second floor library. 
The old man looked up in bewilderment, his 
hawk-eyes glittering suspiciously. 

"W-Wh:it do you... ?" 

Before he could complete the quesnon, his 
nephew had lunged actoss the room and 
scooped up the massive iron paperweight 
which dominated one side of the desk. With¬ 
out pausing for tin instant, young Canfield 
hurled it directly at his uncle's head There 
was a sickening crunch ... then the old man, 
his head a bleeding pulp, lurched to his feet. 
His lips worked spasmodically, but not a 
sound issued forth. The old man sprawled his 
length on the carpet. 

Trying to avoid the blood which spurted 
K-Oir tab c'Xk “Vetoed, 

lugged the corpse out of the library. His hands 
around the old man's ankles, he was dragging 
his victim up the wooden attic steps /hen he 
heard a curious fluttering sound. Startled, 


young Canfield whirled and saw a sheet of 
paper settling to the floor at the base of the 
a toe saps. Somethin g the old man must've 
been writing at the moment l interrupted him, 
Canfield thought to himself. VU get tl . and 
bum it .. after I've stowed the body tn the 
attic! 

It was ten minutes later that young Cun- 
field, satisfied with the hiding place he had 
found for the body, started to descend from 
the attic. On the very first sap his foot en¬ 
countered a slick spot and his legs shot out 
from under him With his arms flailing and 
a scream of surprise issuing from his lips, Can- 
field plunged headlong down the stairway. He 
and his shrill wail stopped simultaneously on 
the landing below the attic. A look of surprise 
seemed to animate Canfield’s face, but except 
for that he remained strangely still. His neck 
was broken. 

From the back of Canfield's head, where it 
had struck the solid floor, blood oozed in a 
thin trickle. It merged with the rapidly dark¬ 
ening trail which made a distinct path from 
the inside of the old man's libtary to the attic 
above. It was his uncle’s blood ... warm and 
still fluid ... oo which young Canfield had 
skidded. Ironically, it was his victim’s own 
blood which led to young Canfield’s sudden 
downfall 1 And to his death ’ 

sheet of paper which Canfield's uncle had 
clutched even afar life had left his body. 
Across it, in a wa /ering h indwriang, wen: the 
words: 

"Knowing that I cannot survive this most 
recent stroke, I, Wendell Canfield, do hereby 
alter my lost Will and Testament, as dictated 
to my lawyers only t wo days ago. To my im 
petuous nephew, Meredith Canfield, I there 
fore leave n?; entire estate.. 







ALIBI! 


As they trudged through the rain m single 
file, Memck thought to himself- it was right 
HERE, only a month ago, that the tu o pros¬ 
pectors' bodies were discovered. The story go 
mg around was that the poor dirt-eaters had 
j been overrun by the hand of killers who 
roamed these lowlands The tuo miners had 
j been strangled to death, their gold dust stolen 
j Just the alibi Merrick needed' 

Mcmck's eyes slowly focused on the rain- 
soaked shirt weaving in ftonc of him, They 
were each toting a thousand dollars in dust 
be awful nice if Merrick could finish this 
job with both thousands' The idea had been 
fermenting in his mind for weeks, and the 
1 memory of those two strangled prospectors 
crystallized the thought Stealthily Metnck 
glanced about him not a soul in sight . not 
even tumbleweed scudding across the rain¬ 
swept horizon 1 It was now or never 1 

The fight was more gtuelling than he had 
expected. his partner had somehow antici¬ 
pated the downward plunge of Merrick's axe, 
for he swerved at the last moment and the 
blade skiddered past his skull. Weak as they 
were from weeks of maggoty food and make¬ 
shift shelter... from hours of arduous toil in 
the scaring sun and the lashing of sudden and 
tempestuous rainstorms . the two men were 
able 10 call on hidden reserves of strength 
which even they did not know existed. For it 
was obvious from the first moment of on¬ 
slaught that only one of them would survive! 

It seemed agonized hours later that Met- 
rick’s fingers finally tightened around his part¬ 
ner’s throat, and he felt the man stir and 
slump lifelessly. Thv. epic struggle h id com¬ 
pletely exhausted him . his clothing was tat¬ 


tered and blood-flecked, his lacerated arms 
hung limply at his sides Slowly, painfully, he 
wobbled to his feet and opened the soggy 
knapsack which had fallen to the ground. His 
mud-caked face relaxed in a haggard grin ns 
he removed a long strip of damp leather Nice 
of his partner to carry it along and furnish 
Metnck with such a wonderful altht' 

At last Merrick’s fumbling fingers com¬ 
pleted their task, the leathery noose circled 
tightly around his victim’s throac. Then Mer¬ 
rick wrapped the remaining leather strip 
around his own throat Not eight enough to 
choke, yet firmly enough to appear as if that 
was its purpose After he had buried the gold 
in an obscurely marked grave, he sank to the 
wet ground beside his dead partner. A fleeting 
thought tan through his mind before he dozed 
off into exhausted sleep other miners, soon * 
passing along this path, would find the two 
bodies and conclude that once again the ma- 
tauding killers had struck. They would rejoice 
at Merrick’s survival.. and he could return 
later to recover the fortune 1 

Aeons later he awoke, conscious of fiery 
heat drumming against his flesh. The tain had 
stopped, the sun burned down mercilessly. In- ' 
stinctiveiy he reached for the noose at his 
neck, knowing he had to relieve the drowning 
sensation which enveloped him Instinctively 
he clawed at the leather strip frantically he 
tried to gulp air But even though his life de¬ 
pended on it, Merrick was too exhausted to 
tear it free. Then he understood, his partner’s 
leather had been rawhide, which shrinks in 
the sun after it has been dampened 1 He had 
been too ■ to - to notice what kind of leather 
it had been ., and now it vas dosing around 
his throat... tighter... tighter ... 











THIS SCIENCE-FICTION STORY WITH ITS 
SURPRISE ENDING SHOULD GIVE YOU A JOLT' 




The huge gleaming needle-shaped spage-ship 
STOOD LIKE A GIGANTIC FINGER POINTING SKYWARD ' 
ITS ROCKET TUBES STILL GLOWED RED-HOT FROM THE 
LANDING THAT HAD JUST BEEN COMPLETED {OFF ON 
THE HORIZON, A T|RY GLOUO OF DUST BOSE -DRIFTING 
LAZILY ...KICKED UP BY A JEEP SPEEOINC ACROSS THE 
ARIO WASTES TOWARD THE ALIEN CRAFT 


The ousty jeep with its four occupants 

BOUNCED AND ROLLED ON THE PARCHED NEW MEXICO 
OESERT sanos. nearing the silver s PACE-Cl ANT. ■ 


- i YES'then' 

jf THEY MAOE j 
RADIO -< 
'CONTACT WITH 
US, AND .SAW* 
’THE ENTIRE 
7 SCIENTIFIC 

EWORLD.' y 


'to think... that three cays aco.T 

MOST OF US WERE DISCOUNTING 
? the theory that LIFE EXISTS 
[oh OTHER FLAHETS.. i n other J , 

S SOLAR SYSTEMS . S- 


L OOF AT ir'XHURRT, HINK E L 

ISN'T IT ^XNURRT'j -- 

MAGNIFICENT?j/JPft 


^Cl'H DRIVING 

"r AS FAST AS 

\ x cah '^A 

^ylH/NF D F T* 

( A SHIP FROM 
( OUTER SFACE 
V EARTH'S FIRST 
1 VISITORS FROHL. 
[ANOTNER WORLD f) 


ROLLED TO A STOP BELOW THE TOWER- 


IT'S AH AZINS HOW WELL-^W IT APPEARS that 
they CAN SEEAK ENGLISH MEARTHHEN ARE - 
CONSIDERING THAT THEY ^^WNOT THE HOST 
LEARNED IT ONLY NY THE INTELLIGENT 
FEW HOURS OF RADIO M ifEINSS IN THIS 
CONTACT THEY HAD^^®GNEAT UNIVERSE, EH, 
MtK WITH US ' GENTLEMEN? 


A Science-Fiction SuspshStom 




















THE SHIP? THEN...SUDDENLY... 
A PONT IN ITS SIDE Q ENED 
AND A LARGE METAL SPHERE 
WAS LOWERED SLOWLY TO THE 
GROUND... 


WHAT'S WRON ?V IT IU NOT ^ 

LOOK' ^e>eKy0UR fault/, 
'NOT ARMED.*]) IT IS JUST J 

--ir—y THAT WE HAVE! 

, / X CHANGED OUR. 

MINDS' WE t 

"" leaving.' M 


NOW l/’sEAHCH ME 


. AWFULLY] 
what's') erhaps CLUMSY-/ 
■joins XT HAT'S ONE\ SPACE -] 
ON? )Y OF THEM/ 1 SLUT 'A 


’EAKTHLIN9$ ' SO JACK.'? 
WE A HE TAKING 

WAtT * 


No SOUND CAME FROM THE SHIP? THE FOUR 
SCIENTISTS THAT HAD SEEN CHOSEN TO GREET 
THE OUTER SPACE VISITORS LOOKED AT EACH 
OTHER . 



UT THERE MUST IE 
SOME EXPLANATIONf 
we SPENT THREEDATS 
ARRANGING FOR THIS "W 
LANDING/ ARE THERE ] 
TOO MANX OF US x~~ 
EARTHMEN HERE * J - 


' IT IS NOT TNAT/7 
YOU TOLO US YOU C 
WOULD HAVE FOUflG 
NO. IT IS NOT o 
THAT/ NOW GET < 

IN YOUN VENICLE 
ANO GO BACK' £ 


BUT YOU ANE SO MUCN MONE 1 
AOVANCEO SCIENTIFICALLY 
THAN WE' TO LET YOU GO -A 
NOW, WOULO MEAN GIVING | 

up A THOUSAND YEA US A 
OF PROGNESS FOR US ON 
EARTN ! THERE IS SO MUCH » 
YOU COULD TEACH US... SO M 
MUCN WE COULO LEARN* JTV 


W YES, IT IS 1 

W REGRETTABLE. 
m FOR YOU* 4 
C PERHAPS WE M 
Fcan simplify! 
f OUR REASONS] 
k FOR LEAVING \ 
SO YOU CAN 
UNDERSTAND J 
)jG3 TNEMf At 



































PLEASE DO?\£tHEY ANE/ LET 

T'M SURE -AuS SEE IF WE 4 
THEY CAN'T/CAN GIVE YOU < 

RE TOO <£m illustfa- 4 

5 THONG/JjTICN* SUPPOSE-! 


‘Suppose that one day...in 

ONE OF YOUR ATOMIC LABOR¬ 
ATORIES-/ 


£TSUPPOSE YOUR RACE WAS t". 
FAR ADVANCED IN ATOM/CSi 
'MORE SC THAN YOU CLAIMED, 
YOU ARE IN OUR RADIO 

CONTACTS *■ -S. 

(YES_. *0) 


'OOP LORD * W I ill L 

.LOOK AT THAT ) LEAN SOME^ 
' t IA D/A TtOP HERE? WE'VE 

HEAD ING ' ^ BEEN -4 
M EJl.OSED/ J 


Su, . OSE THAT LATER ON, ONE^OF THESE! 
SCIENTISTS THAT WAS EXPOSED TO THE RADI- 
ATIONS BECAME A FATHER-.' | --y 


JH E BABY IS 

~TDEAD/ y" 


>NO? THE BABY IS ALIVE?-< 
SUT . 3UT... WELL .WHY NOT_ 
7 SEE FOR YOURSELF? 


-*• NO, ALEX? YOUR 

WIFE i a FINE/ it.. 

"7 IT'S THE. .THE 5; 

^rr »A*Y'jjggA 


THEN, 


—. -_... A SECOND SCIENTIST THAT 

HAD ALSO “EEN EXPOSED TO THESE RADIATIONS 
BECAME A FATHER— 1 


-I ..I DON'T KNOW ' 

IHAT TO SAY. ALEX! 
it... IT MAY NOT 

=v3L J./VE... F? 


you've got to take' 

HOLD OF YOURSELF.' 
THESE THINGS -5— 

HA, FEN/ ——^ 


BUT DIO YOU SEE ‘ 
IT? IT'S HIDEOUS > 
V HIDEOUS ’ m 






























'Suppose the three mutants 

WERE TAKEN FROM THEIR 
PARENTS AND SENT TO THE 
GOVERNMENT LASORATO JE3 
TO IE STUDIED...’ 


MUTANT NAS AN OVERSIZED ULOOUS HEAD' 
VISUAL ORGANS ARE TINY AND DEEP SET... 

.COVERED WITH A SLIMY LIQUID? SETWEEN 
THE VISUAL ORGANS, A LARGE POINTED 
OLFACTORY OR CAN EXTENDS OUTWATO 
SHARPLY? AT THE FAR END OF THIS 
PROSOSCIS ARE TWO LAROE VENTS 
FRINGED WITH FINE CILIA? 1ELOW THIS. 

A TREMENDOUS CAVITY LINED WITH 
MUCOUS MEMBRANE CONTAINING A 


































Purpose the government 
LA DC.2ATONIES RAISED THE 
MUTANTS- STUDYING THEM CLOSELY. 


MUT .NTS h ,VE ItTJlES^^^ 

INTEL! ENCEf “<•& 
.ELFLH , UTHLESS 
SADISTIC. £ OnSTKALJ^ 

j f^r~liAU3Ej(mmi 


' MUTANTS ARE CARNIVOROUS.. 

FEED INS ON OTHER FORMS 
tOFANIMAL LIFE F0». 
SUSTENANCE* _W USHf 


MUTANTS APPEAR TO OESS/SE 
AND MALTREAT LIFE-FORMS * 
.INFERIOR TO THEIR OWN' IT 
^IS POSSIBLE THAT THEY WOULD , 
IF THEY COULD, KILL US' -jj 


[they SHOULD 
RE DESTROYEDf 
AEFO.IE THERE "* 
. *.<E TOO MANY 
I OFTHEM'Tl 


WE HQ. E YOU CAN UNDERSTAND, FRANKLY, NO'J 

(THEREFORE, WHY WE ARE WE FORMED A 

T LEAVING? r-y—MENTAL PICTURE 

'r Y ?' r £ST^? F ' ( OF THESE MONSTE.IS 
M S- AS YOU Wt «E 

HA } 


WE DON’T SEE HOW YOUR 


A BL AST OF SMOKE AND FLAME EXPLODED FROM 
THE iOCKET TUBES OF THE ALIEN CRAFT.. SEN DIE 
THE FOUR WELCOMING SCIENTISTS SCURRYINJTO 
SAFETY- 1-p”-- T- -A 


ILLUSTRATION IN ANY WAY ^ 
EXPLAINS WHY YOU NO LONSEft 
^OESl.iE TO MAKE PHYSICAL -c£l 
T CONTACT WITH US? 


RACK' 


’tOOD i 

LORD' 


, CiWZK < 

IDIOTS'/ 


> dood-dye.M 

’EARTHLiNtS 




































One scientist cupped his hands to 

KIS MOUTH... SHOUTING ABOVE THE 
HQAH OF THE POCKETS... 


7 TREY WERE OORN TO 
MENDERS OF OUR RACE. 
OR OUR PLARET.' 


I OON'T SEE WHAT "V 

THESE D/SSUST/NS-k 
MUTANT MONSTERS, 
HAVE TO DO WITH USA. 


THE MUTANTS 
; WE TOLD , 
J-YOU ABOUT ( 
ACTUALLY i 
1 WERE r 
MORN* J* 


* SEE FOR YOURSELF/ * 

THAT CAPSULE CONTAINS 
m TWO OF THEM / ~ 


SO WHAT? 


[that METAL 
r HALL THEY " 
V LOWERED 


7 GOOD loro*Ja man. V 

WOMAN 


[THE 'HORR/BLEMUTANTS4 

(they describeo they're} 
L hu manbe/nss/ «£j 


NOT iOlNO TO 
LOOK AT THE 
. H/DEOUS 
TH/HJS* NOT 
UNARMED/ 







































HERE IS A STORY, TINGEO WITH HORROR, WITH A STARTLING 
BLOOD-CURDLING CLIMAX' __ w, —J I "7 


\a horror] 

\SusnnSroKr\ 


•bHASTLY, 


GoNRmO SMILED AT HIS OESONA1 R PLAT-BO> GuE5 AS 
HE eyJSSfip THE QQOR... 

■^IT'LL DO YOU GOOD TO GET 
AWAY FROM THE SOCIAL WHIRL 
FOR A WHILE REGGIE THERE S 
PLENTY 1 TO 00 AROUND g 
HERE FISNING... HUNTING Jk 


E ONRAD CARTWRIGHT, THE WEALTHY SOCIALITE SPORTS'* 
AH UNLOCKED TNE 00OR OF NIS IMPOSING NORTH 
WOOOS RETREAT AND SWUNG IT OPEN HE STEPPEO 
ASIDE, ALLOWING HIS SUAVE, MILD - MANNEREO COM 
WANION TO ENTER 


HUNTING f * UG- 
HOW DISGUSTING 


3 T HMMMM/ VERY ATTRACTIVE 
f CONNIE/ SUT WE’RE MILES 
f FROM CIVILIZATION Up HERE/ 
l NHAT IN NEAVEN3 ARE WE 
GOING TO DO FOR AMUSEMENT• 
















ReBBIE POINTED A WELL-MANICURED PINKER AT A LAMEl 

•EAR-SKIN HUG THAT LAV tEFORE THE FIELD-STONE FIRE -1 
,*LACE* THE HEAD OF THE UNFORTUNATE BEAR STARED 
SACK AT HIM WITH UNSEEINS EYES .TANGS HARED... I 

^"tfs HDR/HUEf^ 
LOOK AT THE .HDD.; \ 

creature's eyes' I 


' I ABHOR IT? A 
ESPECIALLY WHEN 
YOU DO THAT 
TO YOUR VICTIMS* 


MAKE RUSS OUT OF THEM? 
f WHY A RUB LINE THAT IS 1 
r WORTH A FORTUNE' 


Retie shudde.ied as he gazed 

AT THE BEAR-SKIN RUS'CONRAD 
RES AN TO 1 AU6H ->- 


flCW'D YOU LIKE 

TO OWN A 
RUG LIKE THAT’ 


OH, NO' NOT THAT JNO, THANK 

ONE? WE'LL GO OUT ) YOU 'I D 
TOMORROW AND J rtATHEH NOT 
tET YOU ONE* HAVE ONE, . 


"OH, HE ALLY now, 

REBGIE* THAT BEAR- 
SKINS BEEN TANNED 
AND THE HEAD ^ 
'TUFFEOf TWOS E M 
EYES AftE JUST 
JIAUS ' c^lCM 


J THEY DO 
) LOOK SO-. 
SO ALIVE' 



DON'T WORRY, ,}EGGIE' I'LL 

DO THE SHOOT/N * AND _ 
SKINHINSf YOU just 
COME ALONG FOR 
VAT. HIDE' AWOWM 


WELL, I. 
THAT IS. 



TOMORROW MORN IN* f 

DRISHT AND EARLY'VW. * 
WANE YOU' NOW I THINK * 
WE OUGHT TO HIT THE 
HAY' it's getting LATE' 


^ LATE' rr's only 

TEN-FIFTEENf , 
BACK IN HEW YORK 
I THINGS ARE JUST 
UETTINJ WARMED 
UR AT THIS ^Cl 
r' HOUHf 































The next morninb,shortly after sunrise, 
CONRAD AND REOSIE STEERED FROM THE CABIN 
INTO THE STILL DEW-LADEN BRASS AND BEGAN 
HOVINB INTO THE THICK WOODS ALOW AN OVErf- 
QROWN TRAIL... 


3000 HEAVENS, CONHIE' 
WILL I HAVE TO WATCH , 
YOU KILL THE -J 
L POOR THING- 


THOUSAND HOUNDS/ 


r UGH'WHAT A GOD'FORSAKEN 

NOUNT0 be pulled out of 

BED' I'M STILL HALF ASLEEP* 


IUPOUICK ENOUGH... 
I SOOH AS YOU 
SPOT A SNIZZLY/, 


YES YOU'D HETTEfr \S 

WATCH? YOU'VE GOT TO JS 
KEEP YOUR EYES O EN M. 
WHEN YOU HUNT ARIZZLY? * 
IF YOU OONT HIT HIM JUST 
RIBHT HE'LL KEEP COMING 
AT YOU AND CRUSH YOU 4 
TO DEATH? 


A MOVEMENT IH THE THICKET 

AHEAD (T THEM CAUGHT COHRAO 


"BEAR-HUG*? WELL, A 
BEAR'S HUG IS NO SIBH 
OF AFFECTION * IT 
USUALLY KILLS 
f YOU? w W 


)l DON'T 
/THINK TO 
LIKE ONE 
r OF THOSE 
RUGS AFTER 
ALL.CONNIE? 

, LET'S... 


GULP? 


The LUMBERING BROwn HULK fiOSED OUT MTD fnE 1 
OPEH' IT STOPPED AS IT CAUGHT THE HUM AH SCENT-, 
| IT TURNED—STUOYIHG THE TWO HUNTERS WITH ITS 
I TIHY BLACK BEADY EVES? CONRAO SLIO THE BOLT ' 
fOF HIS RIFLE JtpME_B^— * ‘ — 

Y HE - MC SEES HE'S TOO FAR AWAY' M 























The grizzly stumbled for¬ 
ward... UP ONTO ITS HIND 
LESS* ITS BEADY EYES 
FLAMED RED AS IT RUSHED 
AT THE TWO ME N... __ ^ 

3 C N ft - ^ y*7 OreoD. <L 

SP^SBET CONRAD*SHOOT.) 

Wt'A »7 sh oot * 


The shot explooeo thnough] 


r BLAST!Tf get 7oh, my 
back, neggie' x7 loho' 
M/SSEO THE VITALE- 
SPOT f HE'S GOING 
■r TO CHARGE * 


CONHAO WAITEO UNTIL THE GEAR WAS ' 
ALMOST UPON HIM 1 CAREFULLY HE SIGHTEO 
ALONO THE GLEAMIHO BLACK BARREL OF HIS 
EXPENSIVE NIFLE. .THEN... 


r HE‘S A BEAUTY. REGGIE 

A REAL BEAUTY' - 


Conrad lauohed at reggie clinbin* 

3EHIND THE NEAR3V THEE ..RETCHING f 
THEN HE CALMLY PROCEEDED TO SKIN THE 
■EAR. 


m HEH, HEH' S MATTER, REG IE? 

EXCITEMENT TOO MUCH FOR ' 
YOU Z HEH... HEH.. 


■ 


























That evening, back at the 

HUNTING LODGE, REGGIE AND 
CONRAD SAT GEFQRE A ROAR- 


r OON‘T GE SILLY, T IT’S HO,/- 

REGGIE? WHY H/tLE .. 
NOT ? 'MM' INHUMAN/ 


"got the skin in 

the ICE-HOUSE\ 
re-gie' that'll 
keep it from 

ROTTINff TILL A 
WE CAN GET IT 
TO A TAXIOER- t 
MIST* v 


X SEE THE COLON'S 
FINALLY COME BACK' 
.INTO YOUR CHEEKS. * 
^ REGGIE? 


rx FEEL 

A LITTLE 
GETTER, 
NOW l 


1 uf/ftEO, 

CONRAD? X THINK 
X'LL 00 TO BED ? 
^GOOD NIGHT? 4 


IT'S DONE EVERY OAY' 
LOTS OF PEOPLE NUNT 
AND SKIN TNEIN KILLS ? 


BE STOPPED' IT'S 

BARBARIC / * 


X>J MIGHT AS WELL YAWN. 
TUNN IN' GETTING T/REO-. 
ND, NUM SLEEPY f 


- F -- E ■- y ~NEN. NEH ? NEoGIE'S A 
NEAL CHARACTER SD TOUCHY 
SO PRUOtSH* tninks gean- 
SKIN HUGS SHOULD 0E OUT- 3> 
r LAWED/ HAH' WHAT A JP 
■S_£ -> RIOT ' 



























I CaTT WRIGHT PEERED THROUGH THi CA3IN WINDOW' 

, OUTSIDE,THE NIGHT WAS THICK ANO BLACK? >C SHIELDED 
L OUT THE GLARE OF THE FIRELIGHT... HIS 1AZE SEARCHWi) 
’tHE SHADOWS OF THE CLEARIN i JHAT SW W O U NDED THE 


SuOOENLY THE SILENCE OUTJItJE THE CABIN WAS 
"MATTERED WITH AN EAT:-SPLITTING ROAR? CONRAD 
JUMPED UF...REACHINJ INSTINCTIVELY I OR HIS 
RIFLE STANDING IN THE BUN-CASE - 

yfCCMP" ***TThf^WHAT ms TNAT 9 i 

SOUNDED LIKE A SMZZLYf 


The lantern beam .lluminateoi 
THE OBJECT MORE AND MORE AS ~ 
CAffTWRIDHT NEAREO IT' SOON 1C 
COULC MAKE OUT ITS SHAPE OUITE 
CLEARLY ■ 


"me HUNTER MOVED TOWARD THE 
LEA MINg OB JECT...HIS GUN READY 
LOOKS M 

fc l^^klOONS LIKE ... 4 


Conrad spun arouno'on the 
MANTLE OF THE FIREPLACE STOOD 
A POWERFUL BATTERY LANTERN* i 
I HE SNATCMEO IT FUCKEO IT ON 
FLUNG OPEN THE OOOR- ANO SENT 
ITS POWERFUL BEAM KNIFING OFF 
i INTO THE GLOOM _ - - . L 


it tsf rrs a 

HUNTim KNIFE! 


WHAT'S THAT? SOMETHING 
t^r SHIN I NS OUT THERE* 


.Cartwright swung the light over' the black 

.MOUNTAINOUS HAIRY BEAST LOOMED UP - ITS Tl NY 
RED EYES GLOWING ..ITS HIDEOUS MOUTH ORfPPIHB 
OPEN- , * * ^ 


Suddenly a huge hairy p*w,claws gareo.reacheo 
INTO THE CIRCLE OF LIGHT CLOSING AWK WAB^Y ON 
THE HUNTING KtUFE . 

r 7 ooPlo/to' 21 jgjk * 


.GRlXXLY r i 


















» For a moment, con had shrank back., horror 
CRAWLING UP HIS SPIRE' TKER HE TURNED TO RUN' 
THE BEAR UTTERED A LOW-THROATED SNARL ARO 
SPRANG AT HIM... . ^ 


CORRAO DROPPED HIS LANTERN THE BEAM TILTING 
CRAZILY.'THE SAVAGE GRIZZLY MOVED TOWARD HIM' 
HE RAISED HIG GUN, 3UT... 


YMAAaAaHHHj 


Gohraq slipped to the .£ 

GROUND THE BLACKNESS 
CLOSING IN. JUST GEFtRE HE 
DRIFTED INTO UNCONSCIOUSNESS, 
HE FELT A STINGING MIN IR HIS , 
CHEST AS THE KNIFE CUT 1 
TH RO U6H. . HIPPING DOWN... < 

AND AOHOSS... 

.. «ODf 

"IfNJt' HE'S... i HE'S... — 


Xr HIS ROOM, REOOIE STARTED 
•FROM A SOUND SLEEP' HE SAT UK 
STARING INTO THE OARKRI^S..^ , 
MlHW WHAT. WHAT IN A 
BLAZES WAS ] 
-y WAT? BOUNDED 
■ ^ LIKE A JCJEANf , 


fjHoEE. 

ch°k£ 


.Reggie rusheo oown the hall into the cagir living-room' the fire still glowed faintly, casting| 
'it's EERIE glow on the SEAR-SKIN ruc before IT ' BUT REARGY BELOW THE CNAIN THAT CONHAO A 
CAHTWH/SHTHAOFALLEN ASLEEP IN. was ANOTNEN SKIN-RUS... A NEW ONE 


8000 lONO/ ~CONNADf 















